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Dr. Nazira El-Hage received her Ph.D. in Microbiology and Immunology from the University of Kentucky in 2002, followed by one year of post-doctoral training in the Department of Virology and four years as a Research Scientist in the Department of Neuroscience at the same institution. In 2007, she joined the Department of Pharmacology and Toxicology as an Assistant Professor at Virginia Commonwealth University School of Medicine, and in 2014 she moved to Florida International University Herbert Wertheim College of Medicine as an Associate Professor in the Department of Immunology. Her long-term goal is to understand the underlying mechanism(s) in the enhanced pathogenesis of HIV-1 in order to provide a better understanding for the design of candidate antiviral therapies targeting these effects in infected, and in a drug-abusing individuals. Dr. El-Hage’s research focuses on the:
· Role of autophagy in the interlinked epidemics between HIV/NeuroAIDS and substance abuse in the central nervous system.
· Role of mu-opioid receptor (MOR) splice variants and the HIV co-receptor, CCR5, in HIV-1-cellular binding and entry in the context of drug abuse and antiretroviral therapy.
· Development of nanotechnology drug delivery system targeting HIV-1 latency in drug abusing individuals.
· Neurological consequences of ZIKA virus and mechanism(s) mediating viral-induced pathology in the central nervous system. 
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